
Discovery VPO General Meeting MINUTES  
January 13, 2026  

5:15pm - 7pm 
Item  Time  Topic 

1  5:30pm  Welcome & Introductions (10 mins)  
2025-26 VPO Board Members: President - Jen Beachler, VP - Meagan McConnell, 
Treasurer - Kate Kelley, Secretary -Kira Miller, Communications- Nicole Kruger, 
Fundraising- Jessica Whitworth 

2  5:40pm  VPO Goals for the Year - Jen Beachler (5 mins) 

3  5:45pm  PSD 2026 Replacement Educational Programs & Operations LEVY - Mrs. Halliday (25 mins) 

4  6:10pm  Stand UP for Peninsula Schools - VPO Led Advocacy Events! Jen Beachler (5 
mins) Postcard Signing Events @ Cutters Point Olympic (by ULTA and 
Goodwill) Postcard Signing #1 Wed Jan 14 5pm / Postcard Signing #2 Sun Jan 18 
12 noon Postcard Signing #3 Thurs Jan 22 5pm / Postcard Signing #4 Sun Jan 25 12 
noon  

Sign Waving (homemade signs encouraged) Friday 2/6 4pm, Mon 2/9 4pm, Tuesday 2/10 
@ school before drop off/ Funding Request 1 of 1: $1,000 to SUP Campaign 

5  6:15pm  Communities in School Update - Alex Macaulay (5 mins) 

6  6:20pm  Treasurer’s Report (Kate Kelley): Key highlights (5 mins) 

 
 

7  6:25pm  Funding request #2 -Growing Minds- Garden $3,800 plumbing additional 
cost ART OF READING (5 mins) Read and Lead! Meagan McConnell (5 
mins) 

8  6:30pm  Staff Appreciation Week - Cecily Novotney 

9  6:33pm  Spring Running Clubs- Let Me Run & Girls on the Run - Jen Beachler/Cecily Novotney 

10  6:35pm  Math in Action - possible Math incentive program @ Discovery? - Gino Pagano (5 mins) 

11  6:40pm  Thriving Generation - Laura All (5 mins) - Meet ups to get together with other 
parents, screen free play opportunities 

12  6:45pm  Community Discussion - All (15 mins) 

13  Thank you! Next VPO Meeting April 2026 Questions/Suggestions? Email board@discoveryvpo.org 



Upcoming dates  
Levy Postcard Signing: Wed Jan 14 5pm, Sun Jan 18 
12 noon, Thurs Jan 22 5pm, Sun Jan 25 12 noon Jan 
19 (Monday)- No School MLK Holiday  
Jan 29 (Thurs) 6pm - Board Game Night & Jimmy 
Johns Takeover!   
Jan 30 (Friday) No School  
Feb TBD Community Gathering #2  
Feb 16-20: Mid-Winter Break  
Mar 2 - April 6: Read and Lead  
March: Art of Reading  
Mar 10: Girls on the Run (Gr 3-5) starts! T/Th 
3:30-5pm Mar 13- No School  
Mar 16-20 Book Fair  
Mar 19-20 Spring Conferences (½ Days Thur Fri 
only), VPO-sponsored Teacher Lunch during 
conferences 

April: Girls on the Run & Let Me Run, Businesses Sponsors 
for Color Run  
April 13-17: Spring Break  
April last week: DES Art of Reading/Learning 
Celebration May 1-31: Color Run Fundraiser  
May 4-8: Staff Appreciation Week  
May 13 (Wed): VPO Meeting #3 – Elections, Color Run 
prep May 29 (Fri): 2026 Color Run ~2:15pm Start  
May 30 (SAT): Girls on the Run 5k - Kitsap 
Fairgrounds June: Running Club 5Ks  
June: VPO Meeting #4 Planning for 26/27 Year  
June 13 (SAT) - Rainiers Game DES Choir National Anthem  
June 18 (THURS) Field Day  
June: 4th Grade Rockets, 5th Grade Graduation/Moving 
On Ceremony 

 
 
Meeting started 5:36pm  
15 parents in attendance  
Topics:  
1. 2026 Educational Programs & Operations Levy (Principal Halliday)  

● Principal Halliday and Mike Farmer (Chief of Schools) presented on the 2026 PSD Educational Programs & Operations 
Levy which is on the ballot February 10th.  

● This levy funds 17% of the Peninsula School District budget. Our state does not fully fund critical items in our 
budget and the state expects that voters will weigh-in on areas where funding is needed. Athletics, ensuring a 
nurse for every school, a highly capable program, school safety officers, transportation (the state does not 
fully cover this) are a few areas.  

● PSD is not a low-poverty district, so does not qualify for federal funds.  
● There is a very minimal increase in property taxes (for a $1MM property, about $199 more each year until other 

levy/bonds expire). For a $500K property, the increase in property taxes is about $99 per year.  
● The school district strongly encourages that parents educate themselves about the levy and what it funds, and to 

please VOTE by February 10th. They cannot tell parents how they should vote.  

2. Stand Up for Peninsula Schools - Get out the Vote YES Campaign!  

● While PSD employees cannot advocate for a YES vote, our VPO can! Given that this ballot initiative directly benefits and 
funds our schools and kids, it is certainly appropriate to do so. Note that our VPO is not political and will never endorse a 

particular candidate or any other initiative. We are so glad that our parent community is diverse and balanced across many 
beliefs and political views. We hope everyone can join together in agreeing that our kids and schools are worth it!  

● Representatives from “Stand Up for Peninsula Schools” in attendance shared that it is critical that parents and 
community members vote YES.  

● A VPO parent discussed how challenging it was when she was a student in PSD schools when the levies were not passed. If 
this levy does not pass, it will mean significant job losses and cuts to important programs that benefit our students. ● Levy 
funds enable extra curricular activities that help our PSD students be competitive in their applications to universities.  

Join us to Get Out the Vote!  
Postcard Signing #3 Thurs Jan 22 5pm / Postcard Signing #4 Sun Jan 25 12 noon  

Sign Waving (homemade signs encouraged) Friday 2/6 4pm, Mon 2/9 4pm, Tuesday 2/10 @ school before drop off/ 
Funding Request 1 of 1: $1,000 to SUP Campaign  
3. FUNDING VOTE: Discovery VPO to donate $1,000 to Stand Up for Peninsula Schools -  
All 15 in attendance voted YES  
4. Budget Review - Kate Kelley  
5. FUNDING VOTE - Gardening “Growing Minds” Program - The gardening “Growing Minds” program needs about $4,000 for 
plumbing. The proposed $4,000 is to build plumbing infrastructure to bring water/irrigation to the new garden (behind the YMCA 
portable). Plumbing estimate $3,800 - schools in the district must pay plumbers prevailing wage. We discussed that $2,000 could 
come from Special Projects and $2,000 could come from the Accelerated Reader budget because PSD won’t allow Discovery to use 
that program any longer.  



All 15 in attendance voted YES  
6. Read and Lead coming in March! Planning Team  
- Overview -Volunteers welcome to join the Planning Meeting Jan 26th 6-7pm @ Uptown Cutters Point (4735 Point Fosdick Dr NW 
#400, Gig harbor - by Galaxy Movie Theatre). This is a great way to help share ideas for how R&L can be super fun for our kids! 
Contact vp@discoveryvpo.org if you’d like to join or have any questions.  
- FUNDING VOTE - The Read and Lead budget needs to be increased for this year (only $750 which barely covers medals) We 
discussed that we could move the remaining $750 from Accelerated Reader budget to R&L for a total of $1500. Note that we may 
not have medals this year, rather we want to provide incentives each week for students that reach their minute goal. All 15 in 
attendance voted YES 


